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Pentobarbital should be diluted to provide a 30 mg/ml solution and up to 40-50 mg/kg
administered intraperitoneally. Severe respiratory depression invariably accompanies the
onset of surgical anaesthesia and this agent has a narrow safety margin. Until an appropriate
dose rate is established, both inadequate and excessively deep anaesthesia may result, so
this drug is best avoided in rats. Intraperitoneal administration of pentobarbital may also
cause pain, as a result of the low pH of the solution (Svendsen et al., 2007).
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